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 We’re excited to announce our second 
season for the Seabrook Island Birders 
Shorebird Steward program. Our primary 
purpose is to educate Seabrookers about 
the many migratory shorebirds that depend 
on our beaches to rest, feed and recover be-
fore heading on to their breeding grounds 
in the Arctic. 
 We will kick-off our 2022 season on Feb-
ruary 16th at 7pm on Zoom with Felicia 
Sanders, who many of you will recognize as 
the SCDNR coastal bird biologist in charge 
of many shorebird conservation projects 
like Deveaux Bank. Felicia will talk about 
“Hemispheric Flights of Migrating Shore-
birds” drawing from her professional ex-
perience banding and tagging shorebirds 
here and on 5 trips to the Arctic.  
 “Are the Red Knots back yet?” That’s the 
question we hear all the time as folks come 
down Boardwalk One onto North Beach. 
The answer is yes, about 300 were at the 
inlet in early January and more will come in 
the next few weeks so that by the beginning 
of March we should see a flock of about 
1000. Still more will come from Florida & 
the Caribbean through April, and in early 
May we will see Red Knots from Tierra del 
Fuego, South America. At their peak, we 
hope to have over 4000 Red Knots using the 
beaches of Seabrook, Kiawah and Deveaux 
Bank. Unfortunately, last year was a tough 
year for Red Knots. An aerial study at their 
other major staging area on Delaware Bay 
showed a marked drop (65%) compared to 
2020. If that large decline in their numbers 
is borne out in subsequent studies, our ef-
forts to protect them here will become even 
more important.
 But it’s not just Red Knots that have had 
a tough year. All shorebirds are in decline. 
With few exceptions, shorebirds travel 
some of the longest migrations of any birds 
to get to their nesting grounds in the Ca-
nadian & Alaskan Arctic. Long migrations 
mean increased vulnerability at each of 
their stop overs. They count on the avail-
ability of food sources along their route like 
horseshoe crab eggs on Delaware Bay  or, 
in the case of the Arctic, clouds of insects. 
The fat that birds lay on at each stop is es-
sential to provide energy for the long trip 

north and to cover any lag in the supply 
of food in the harsh conditions they might 
face once they get to their nesting grounds. 
Coastal development continues to reduce 
“stop over” habitat that the birds need, and 
climate change is happening in the Arctic at 
twice the speed of warming in the temper-
ate latitudes. Reduced sea ice and changes 
in vegetation are changing predator/prey 
patterns on the barren nesting grounds 
that have resulted in declining nesting suc-
cess. 
 Please consider joining us for the 2022 
season. Our stewards are your neighbors, 
people like you, who love nature. 
 “Don’t I have to be an accomplished 
birder to be a steward?” The answer is 
“no”. Stewards are trained by SCAudubon 
and SCDNR personnel in a 2-3 hour class-
room session that teaches shorebird iden-
tification, biology and conservation topics 
as well as “how to be a steward”. We also 
offer field training to familiarize stewards 
with our equipment and the birds of North 
Beach.
 “Why do we need stewards?” Every year 
we have new faces who come to the beach 
and don’t know the shorebird story. They 
visit to see dolphins & turtles but not shore-
birds. Last year, our twenty stewards taught 
768 people (68% were visitors!) from March 
to July, a total of 240 hours over 125 days. 
We want folks to learn to “Share the Beach 
- Give Them Space”, to respect the shore-
birds as they are feeding in the surf or rest-
ing at the inlet and learn to walk around.
 We will post our steward registration 
and training schedule in more detail on the 
Seabrook Island Birders website. Class-
room training for this year is set to start Sat-
urday, February 19 and will be offered on 
several occasions over the next week. If you 
can’t make these sessions, we will provide 
training contoured around your schedule.
 Are you on the fence, not sure about be-
coming a Shorebird Steward? Come join us 
for one of the many North Beach bird walks 
that are scheduled throughout the spring 
and see how much fun it is to understand 
our beautiful beach through a different 
lens, this time focused on shorebirds.▲

Seabrook Island         Shorebird Stewards 
Ready to Start 2nd Season!

Article by Mark Andrews | Shorebird Photos by Ed Konrad

Red Knot flock - North Beach

SI Shorebird Stewards in action- March 2021

QR Code to access SI shorebird info

 Banded Red Knot - geolocator Piping Plover RedYellow - Jan 2022

Least Tern courting - May 2021 Wilson's Plover pair - Jun 2021

Accessing the QR Code Observing Red Knots -  Mar 2021


