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THE

Global biG Day
Seabrook Island Birders’ 

Contribution

around the world. These day-to-day observations provide 
valuable insights into the lives of birds that help to better 
understand and protect bird populations. 
 Cornell University thanked us for our contribution, and 
summarized the results as follows: “Last Saturday, nearly 
33,000 birders around the world enjoyed birds for Octo-
ber Big Day. October Big Day contributors joined from 
a record-setting 195 countries, submitted 78,000 eBird 
checklists and 43,000 photos, and reported 7,269 species. 
October 9 was the biggest day in October birding history! 
These tremendous efforts showcase the power of birds to 
bring people together.”
 Highlights of the day on Seabrook were several Per-
egrine Falcon sightings, Bald Eagles and several hawk 
species. We were able to get great peregrine pictures 2 
days later on North Beach, likely the same bird we saw 
on the Big Day. A Baltimore Oriole was seen at the com-
munity garden. Ruby-throated Hummingbirds were seen 
several times. Highlights on the beach were hundreds of 
birds gathered at the end of the inlet at high tide, several 
Piping Plovers and a great assortment of gulls and terns. 
All 9 species of herons and egrets were seen, as were sev-
eral Roseate Spoonbills and Wood Storks. Eight species of 
warblers were seen for the day, including a beautiful Yel-
low Warbler and Black-throated Blue. The most frequent-
ly seen bird was our old friend, the Northern Cardinal. ▲
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Ruby-throated Hummingbird - Dean Morr Red-shouldered Hawk - Ed Konrad

Black-crowned Night-Heron - Ed Konrad Wood Stork - Ed Konrad

Black-throated Blue Warbler - Ed Konrad

 North Beach - Ed Konrad

Yellow Warbler - Ed Konrad

Tricolored Heron Ed Konrad

 On October 9, Seabrook Island Birders participated in 
eBird’s October Global Big Day. Seventeen birders par-
ticipated, five of which birded the full day, from 7:30am to 
6pm, logging over 5 miles walking and more driving! The 
“hotspots” we birded were the maintenance and garden 
area, the equestrian area, North Beach, Jenkin’s Point, 
and Palmetto Lake. We recorded a whopping 91 species of 
birds...that’s 91 different bird SPECIES found right here 
on Seabrook on that day!
 You may wonder, “what is eBird?” Wikipedia defines 
eBird as “an online database of bird observations provid-
ing scientists, researchers and amateur naturalists with 
real-time data about bird distribution and abundance. It 
is hailed as an example of democratizing science, treating 
citizens as scientists, and allowing the public access to use 
their own data and the collective data generated by oth-
ers.“ 
 eBird was launched in 2002 by the Cornell Lab of Or-
nithology and the National Audubon Society. The applica-
tion gathers basic data on bird abundance and distribution 
made by recreational and professional birders. We bird-
watchers have eBird as an app on our phones. We enter 
our all our sightings on our phones and track our stats. You 
can track what is being seen anywhere in the world that 
you may travel. It is an invaluable tool for birdwatchers and 
all the info goes to Cornell’s Lab. eBird contains more than 
1 billion observations of birds from over 710,000 eBirders 

Peregrine Falcon - Ed Konrad

Baltimore Oriole - Ed Konrad Northern Cardinal - Dean Morr
North Beach Shorebirds - Ed Konrad


