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Deveaux Bank – Seabrook’s Wonderous Neighbor!

Great Egret American Oystercatcher U5 & mate

Anhinga Downy Woodpecker

Green Heron Barred Owl

American Oystercatcher U5 mate Sandwich Tern

Royal Tern Brown Pelican

Black Skimmer

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher

 From almost anywhere on Seabrook 
Island’s beach, you look out towards the 
ocean and see this body of land, or wait, is 
it a sandbar?  It is actually Deveaux Bank 
which is an estuarine island first docu-
mented in 1921. On it, Deveaux Bank 
Seabird Sanctuary was established to 
protect significant nesting habitat of sea 
and shorebirds.  Deveaux Bank Seabird 
Sanctuary encompasses approximate-
ly 215 acres. The size of this sanctuary 
varies, and it may sometimes disappear 
entirely. It was documented as a seabird 
rookery in the 1930s. During World War 
II, nesting was temporarily interrupt-
ed due to the island’s use as a bombing 
range. Deveaux Bank is part of a dynam-
ic system; it completely subsided in 1980 
due to erosion from Hurricane David and 
then slowly reemerged to provide sea-
bird nesting habitat again in 1983.
 Today, Deveaux Bank supports col-
onies of nesting seabirds because of its 
isolated nature and lack of mammalian 
predators. Although all species may not 
nest on the island each year, South Car-
olina Department of Natural Resources 
(SCDNR) counts the nesting seabirds 
(except Laughing Gulls which are too 
cryptic and abundant) each year and 
notes the wading birds. The SC DNR ta-
ble shows the seabird nesting numbers 
since 2012. Typically Glossy Ibis, Snowy 
Egret, and Tricolored Heron (wading 
birds) also nest on the island. Shorebird 
nesting can include about 20 American 
Oystercatchers, about 5-10 Wilson’s Plo-
vers, and some years 100s of Willets.  
 The island is also a nocturnal roost for 
thousands (perhaps over 100,000) birds. 

We think all the Red Knots using Kiawah 
and Seabrook Islands during the day 
sleep on Deveaux. So, at night Deveaux 
may have the largest flock of knots on 
the Atlantic coast during the spring, per-
haps 6000 knots come into roost in the 
evening.   
 The colonial nesting behavior of these 
birds makes them very susceptible to 
disturbance. Birds are densely packed 
into breeding sites during the nesting 
season, rendering the entire rookery 
susceptible to disruption or destruction. 
In addition, migratory and wintering 
shorebirds and seabirds need periods of 
rest and foraging free from disturbance 
to survive long journeys and inclement 
weather. Deveaux Bank Seabird Sanctu-
ary is closed year-round above the high 
tide line, except for small sections on the 
ends of the island. Most of the intertidal 
zone is closed during the nesting season 
(late spring to summer) to give the birds 
room to raise their chicks on the beach 
 The numbers in this article show why 
it is so important to respect this amazing 
neighboring sanctuary.  So, enjoy the 
view while staying out of closed areas. 
No dogs and camping are allowed at 
any time! Please make certain you know 
the rules before you visit Deveaux. Help 
protect the birds by reporting violations 
to SCDNR at 1-800-922-5431. One way to 
visit this sanctuary is to join one of Camp 
St. Christopher’s guided kayak tours to 
Deveaux. Dates this summer are set for 
June 26th and August 7th. To reserve a 
spot on the tour visit https://stchristo-
pher.org/outdoor-encounters/rates/ ▲
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Oh, Baby!
 Spring...the sound of bird song in the air and 
the signs of mating and nesting for our feathered 
friends! The birds have been busy at Seabrook on 
the lagoons, the beach, and in our yards.
 On Jenkins Point and the Haul Over there are 
rookeries. Rookeries are a “communal nesting 
ground of gregarious breeding birds that are 
clustered together in large nesting colonies.” 
They don’t share individual nests, but the collec-
tion of nests in a small area gives nesting birds 
and vulnerable chicks extra protection and advan-
tages to spot predators and gang up on intruders. 
Water surrounding them also provides a natural 
protective barrier. Among the birds nesting in the 
rookeries at Seabrook this year are Great, Snowy 
and Cattle Egrets, Wood Storks, and even a few 
Anhinga. Green Herons have taken up nesting at 
Palmetto Lake and also on Old Wharf Road. What 
an exciting time of year to observe these birds 
nesting and raising their young! 
 On the beach there is the excitement of two 
newly hatched American Oystercatcher chicks in 
the protected nesting area!  Our resident oyster-
catcher since 2014, U5, has a family and we are so 
excited to have them make Seabrook their home. 
If you are in the area, please give them plenty of 
space and keep a very safe distance. Least Terns, 
who have been busy with their fish presentation 
courting behavior, are also paired up and sever-
al nests are hopefully hatching soon. We’ve lost 
previous nests to weather and predation, and are 
hopeful that these will be successful. Thanks to 
Mark Andrews, Bob Mercer and their wonderful 
crew of stewards who are doing an incredible job 

this spring to educate people about our beach 
birds and keep an eye on the protected Critical 
Habitat. 
 But let’s not forget about some of the backyard 
nesters that may be in your very own yard. Keep 
your eye out for any possible feeder birds that 
could be nesting...watch where they carry nest-
ing material or food, listen for the high-pitched 
sounds of hungry young. Watch for the “cavity 
nesters” that go into holes in trees, like the Great 
Crested Flycatcher. At Palmetto Lake, watch for 
Eastern Bluebirds going into all the wonderful 
houses around the lake. Ed and I found a Downy 
Woodpecker nest in a snag on Six Ladies Trail... 
it was so interesting to watch the pair feed their 
noisy young. A Red-tailed Hawk is also nesting 
on Six Ladies. And on Royal Pine, Joleen Ardaiolo 
has been observing some recently fledged baby 
Barred Owls. We got some great pictures of them 
in the tree, carefully being watched by a nearby 
parent. 
 Another possible nester, although the picture 
was taken near our home in Atlanta, is the Blue-
gray Gnatcatcher. Look along lichen covered 
branches and you may spot this tiny species with 
its cup-like nest. We have yet to find a nesting Or-
chard Oriole at Seabrook, but SIB would love to 
hear from you if you have observed one and its 
sac nest suspended from a twig or branch. 
 So, look carefully in your yard and on your 
walks at Seabrook, spring is in the air and nesting 
birds abound!▲
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